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NCM Development Corp. has engaged ‘green’ source to lower 
utility costs for local manufacturing firms

Season Tickets are now available, 
offering discounts for two popular Chamber 
programs -- the Good Morning Breakfast and 

Human Resources Council. 
See the enclosed order form.

The North Central Mass. Development Corporation 
(NCMDC), which is the economic development af-

filiate of the Chamber, has launched a new effort to support 
local manufacturers by lowering their electric bills. The key 
is a 5-acre solar farm--an array of solar panels--that started 
construction early this year and went online late last month.

Staff reached out to manufacturers in the Unitil service 
area that traditionally have high electricity usage--and each one 

that responded is now participating. The Development Corp. 
then essentially took on the role of manager of a “host meter” 
that distributes energy credits to each company. 

Energy is fed back into the grid from the solar field which 
is located at 265 Pleasant Street in Lunenburg. Then the Devel-
opment Corp. purchases net metering credits from the facility’s 
owner, Nugen Capital Management, LLC. 

“To the best of our knowledge, this type of arrangement 
has not been done before and it took time and commitment 
of several parties to get all the details worked out,” stated 
Ray Martino, president & CEO of Simonds, International in 

Fitchburg and chairman of the NCMDC. “The Development 
Corp. makes it possible to take advantage of opportunities like 
this, because it can do the research and then act quickly to link 
Chamber members with benefits that make a real difference in 
running their businesses.” 

Because the Lunenburg solar farm is in the Unitil service 
area, the electricity generated from the site will produce net 
metering credits that benefit manufacturers who are Unitil 

customers. Manufacturers participating 
in the program will purchase the cred-
its for less than face value, giving them 
an instant savings on their electric bills. 
The solar farm produces a minimum of 
1.2 million kilowatt hours per year.

“Electricity costs are a huge issue 
for manufacturers in Massachusetts, 
and particularly in our region.” ex-
plained David McKeehan, president of 
NCMDC. “This opportunity is intended 
to offset those high costs, and provide 
an incentive for local manufacturers to 
remain and grow in the region. That’s in 
Unitil’s best interest, as well, and they 
have been very helpful in launching this 
project.”

John Harden, staff economic development specialist 
pointed out, “Manufacturers will save about three- cents per 
kWh, which doesn’t sound like a lot. But when you under-
stand that even a small manufacturer may use 200,000 kWh 
per year, you realize how important it can be.” The discount 
for participants is a fixed 15 percent off whatever the face 
value of the cridits is at the time. 

The six companies now receiving energy credits include 
plastics manufacturers, metal fabrication and a printing opera-
tion, and range in size from 15 - 150 employees. These firms 
will begin to see the credits on their September utility bills.

This solar array in Lunenburg is providing energy credits to lower the electricity costs for 
several manufacturing plants in the area which use high levels of electrical power. 



New Members -  Please welcome & patronize these businesses 
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123 Grow Child Center
P.O. Box 361
Hubbardston, MA 
01452
Mrs. Sandy Welch
(978) 257-7335
CHILD CARE CTR.

Am. Cancer Society
59 Bobala Road
Holoyke, MA 01040
Ms. Alison Baldree
(413) 493-2100
SOCIAL & HUMAN 
SERVICES

B. Roff Projects 
CRM Consulting
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Mr. Brian Roff
(781) 454-6448
CONSULTANTS

BestPro Cleaning, LLC
509 Plantation St., #103
Worcester, MA 01605
Ms. Diana Gallego
(508) 310-5406
CLEANING 
SERVICES

City Line Paving Inc.
Ashburnham, MA 
01430
Mr. Cornelius Stanley
(978) 343-6256
PAVING CONTR.

Collen Design
Leominster, MA 01453
Ms. Janice Collen Tkal
(978) 460-5993
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Dragonfly Driver Educ.
268 Washington Street
Leominster, MA 01453
Ms. Lisa Lamoureux
(978) 833-0988
DRIVING 
INSTRUCTION

Early Bird Power LLC
1 Adams Street
Milton, MA 02186
Mr. Shaun Pandit
(888) 763-2759
ENERGY CONSULTANTS

hibu
612 Wheelers Farm Rd.
Milford, CT 06461
Barbara Orrell-Smith
(508) 275-7700
MARKETING 
CONSULTANTS

Jennifer Casey, P.T. 
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Ms. Jennifer L. Casey
(978) 320-6873
PERSONAL TRAINER

JJ Tocci Excavating
Leominster, MA 01453
Mr. Joseph J. Tocci
(978) 502-6503
EXCAVATING 
CONTRACTOR

L&J’s Cormier 
Catering, Inc.
27 Pratt Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Ms. Elizabeth A. 
Sodano-Brisebois
(978) 342-4568
CATERERS

Leominster Ink
22R Main St
Leominster, MA 01453
Mr. Richard DiCato
(978) 751-8361
TATTOOS / BODY 
PIERCING

Micki T’s Screen 
Printing & Embroidery
Leominster, MA 01453
Ms. Micki Surette
(978) 855-3407
SCREEN PRINTING

Murray Brothers 
Construction
19 Union Street
Leominster, MA 01453
Mr. Jason Murray
(978) 537-5700
CONTR. - GENERAL

To speak with a Small Business 
Relationship Manager, call

1-888-751-9000 or connect to
www.tdbank.com/smallbusiness.

TD Bank, N.A. | Open longer compared to top metropolitan competitors.

Solar & Kilcoyne, pc
Certified Public Accountants

Todd S. Solar, CPA           John F. Kilcoyne, CPA
• Individuals
• Nonprofits
• Trusts & Estates

• Businesses
• Construction
• Manufacturing

Leominster, MA • 978-537-2929
www.solarkilcoyne.com

North Central Mass Chamber  //  MASV-0208  //  Eva  // 4 x 4  //  BW  //  x1a pdf

334 John Fitch Highway, Fitchburg, MA   
302 N Main St., Leominster, MA 
247 Mill St., Leominster, MA   
114 Whalon St., Fitchburg, MA 
550 Kimball St. Fitchburg, MA  
340 New Lancaster Road, Leominster, MA 

Open 24 Hrs. 
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  Frigoletto & Associates Inc. 
  Real Estate Appraisers
  Trusted Since 1959

Providing Residential Real Estate Appraisals 
in Massachusetts and New Hampshire
Don@Frigoletto.com     978-537-3772 
www.frigoletto.com 

G R O U P S  &  M E E T I N G S

Our only success is yours.

Start the conversation at 978.516.0139  
or newenglandsales@greatwolf.com.    

greatwolf.com/meetings • 150 Great Wolf Drive • Fitchburg, MA  01420

At Great Wolf Lodge®
 

every detail.  A team fully vested in the complete success of your meeting or event.

• Located 60 minutes northwest of downtown Boston, in scenic Fitchburg, Massachusetts
• 
• 
• Catering solutions built to your preference and budget
• 406 spacious guest suites

Life Care of Leominster
“Independence Matters”

• Skilled Nursing • Long Term Care
• Physical, Occupational, Speech
 and Respiratory Rehabilitation

Life Care Center of Leominster
370 West Street, Leominster, MA
978-537-0771
www.lcca.com/250

Lunch is included in these free, educational programs 
aimed at small business owners (non-members $10).
Held in the Chamber Conference Room, 11:45 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Registration is available online for all events. 

Register at www.NorthCentralMass.com/calendar 
or call Maria McCaffrey at (978) 353-7600 ext. 235 
or mccaffrey@massweb.org.

‘Continuing Ed. for Small 
Businesses’ presented on Sept. 16

The importance of “Continuing Education for Small Busi-
nesses” will be examined in September. While Small Business 
Lunch ‘n Learn encourages continued education for all our small 
business people, where do you find classes? What is offered 
in our region? Attendees of this presentation will learn about 
classes and programs offered by Monty Tech’s adult program-
ming, Mount Wachusett Community College and the North 
Central Career Centers.  

Come for Oct. 21 session to de-
mystify retirement taxes and plans

Join the Small Business Lunch ‘n Learn for our Annual 
Taxes and Retirement Update! Let our sponsor, Fidelity Bank, 
help you sort through the business accounts and give tips and 
hints for your taxes, accounting and retirement planning.  

Networking strategies through the 
holidays is Nov. 18 focus

With the holidays coming, everyone seems to put net-
working and business on hold with the assumption that people 
have better things to spend money or time on. But why start 
over in January? Attend the November Small Business Lunch 
‘n Lunch to evaluate your networking strategy during the 
holidays and keep your small business train moving. 

Lunch ‘n Learn Series      Sponsored by:

 

Recipient of a Hospital Safety Score of “A”  
for patient safety

Ranked as 4th leading hospital in the state  
for surviving a heart attack – 2 years in a row

Recipient of Health Care’s Most Wired Award –  
4 years in a row

One of the first hospitals in the country to 
commit to electronic health records

Ranked #1
in Massachusetts for patient safety.

H  H  H  H  H

For more information about patient safety and quality 
at HealthAlliance Hospital, visit healthalliance.com.



Great Wolf Lodge to sponsor breakfast 
on September 12

We’ll kick off our longest running program on September 
12th at the Doubletree by Hilton in Leominster, with sponsor 
Great Wolf Lodge. The facility has now been open for almost four 
months after having done a massive, transformational renovation 
to the Holiday Inn and CoCo Keys property. Watch for upcoming 
announcements on topics and special guest speakers.

November 14 event sponsored by 
Hometown Bank

The last Breakfast before the holidays will feature sponsor, 
Hometown Bank – a Cooperative Bank. Did you know Home-
town is celebrating their 125th year this year? Join us at the No-
vember Good Morning Breakfast and stay tuned for information 
coming on the guest speaker. 
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North Central Career Centers
Your #1 Employment Resource
Gardner, MA 01440 • 978-632-5050 
Leominster, MA 01453 • 978-534-1481
Providing Services for Employers and Job Seekers
Access to Qualified Applicants • Onsite Recruitments
Federal & State Financial Incentives
Veteran Services • Workshops
Labor Market Information 
Rapid Response Services

Breakfast events start at 6:45 a.m. with 
coffee and buffet breakfast, at the 

Doubletree by Hilton Leominster
99 Erdman Way off Route 12 at Rte 2.

Reserve online, or call Maria  at 978-353-
7600 x235 or mccaffrey@massweb.org

The Highlands •  “Independence Matters”  

The Highlands
335 Nichols Ave.

Fitchburg, MA
978-343-4411

www.Icca.com/251

• Adult Day Health Center
• Skilled Nursing
• Physical, Occupational,
  Speech & Respiratory
  Rehabilitation
• Long Term Care

Fresh new look. Same great cookies. 

Leominster has a whole lot to celebrate. DoubleTree by Hilton™ has just been fully refurbished and freshly updated. We want you to 
be one of the first to enjoy everything we have to o�er from theGazebo restaurant to our Lobby Bar. �ere's Sweet Dreams™ bedding,  

our caring service, and a cookie here with your name on it. 
 

DoubleTree by Hilton. Where the little things mean everything.™ 

Scan with your mobile phone 
to learn more  

99 Erdman Way, Leominster, MA 01453  T 978-534-9000 F 978-466-3400 

Leominster.DoubleTree.com 
Hilton HHonors™ membership, earning of Points & Miles™ and redemption of points are subject to HHonors Terms  

and Conditions. ©2014 Hilton Worldwide  

Season Tickets are now on sale for the Good Morning North 
Central Breakfast Series. With the generosity of our sponsors, we 
can keep the cost the same once again this year at $25 for each 
event or $100 for all five when purchasing a season ticket, a 20% 
discount for members--and they are transferable! To purchase 
your season ticket, use the form included with this newsletter.

Save $ with a Season Ticket

 

 
   Your needs are different

We get it. We’re different too. 

BUSINESS
CHECKING

• Checking for Businesses of All Sizes
• Electronic and Cash Management Services
• Full Line of Business Loans
• Local Decision Making (by people who understand local business) 

We’re a local business just like you. We understand that not all local businesses
have the same banking needs. We offer customized solutions to meet YOUR needs. 

 

Fitchburg • Harvard •  Leominster •  Townsend • WorcesterMember 
FDIC 

Call 800-640-1166 or visit RollstoneBank.com



State labor law updates on Sept. 17
Join HRC for this special Mass. Labor Law Update and ‘Ask 

the Lawyer’ session with attorneys Corey Higgins and Kim Rozak 
of Mirick O’Connell. The two will update attendees on required im-
plementation of the new minimum wage law and any changes that 
may be pending or be on the horizon.  Attendees will also have the 
chance to ask questions to the lawyers about hot topics in their own 
offices. To offer suggestions of topics or questions for the experts, 
contact Maria McCaffrey. Registration available online.

Oct. 15 session looks at ‘Discrimina-
tion & Harassment Training’

The NCMCC and HRC will provide a special training oppor-
tunity for all managers and supervisors in North Central on dis-
crimination and harassment.  This program will discuss compliance, 
general practice and preventive measures that can be taken in any 
workplace, all of which are vital to reduce the risk of complaints 
and workplace lawsuits. Please note, this program is for managers 
and supervisors only.  Registration available online.

QuickBooks train ing of fered Oct .  20 & 21
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Acton  |  chelmsford  |  fitchburg  |  gArdner  |   groton  |  lAncAster  | leominster  |  lunenburg  |  orAnge  |  townsend

Sharing success with members

for 2013, personal members will share  
a payout of over $2 million!

speak with a branch representative today to learn 
how you can maximize your payout next year!

workerscugiveback.com

  978-353-7152  |

workerscu.com

HRC events are from 11:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. in the 
Chamber Conference Room and include lunch. Fee is $20 
for members; $30 nonmembers. See Page 8 to reserve.

Fidelity Bank’s generous sponsorship of HRC has allowed 
a decrease in registration fees, allowing more businesses 
in the area to take part in one of the Chamber’s longest 
running programs.  The HRC features nine seminars 
from September to June featuring expert (and otherwise 
expensive) advice from attorneys and consultants. This 

program provides 
considerable value for all 
members who participate.

‘Performance Reviews’ topic on Nov. 19 
Performance reviews seem to be a painful aspect of employ-

ment for both the employer and employee. Join us on Nov. 19 to 
learn how you can update your review policies and procedures to 
make a more productive review.  This program will also discuss 
creative incentivizing with employees beyond merit and cost of liv-
ing raises.  Local business owners will present on their successful 
motivational practices.

For more information contact Maria McCaffrey at 978-353-
7600, ext. 235. Reserve online at: northcentralmass.com

Two classes from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. will be in the Chamber Office, 
860 South Street, Fitchburg. Are you a small business in need 
of QuickBooks training? Basic instruction on the first night is 
followed with more in-depth training of QuickBooks the second 
evening. Total fee only $120. Call 978-353-7600 x235. 978-840-0008 

or Email laura@geronimoproperties.com 

Retail Space Available 
Twin City Shopping Center, Leominster

Plenty of parking, convenient highway access.
Call for more information.



Three Chambers convene for 
MegaNetworking Breakfast on Oct. 24
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October 2: Fidelity Bank will host Busines After 
Hours on Thursday, October 2, at their Leominster Connector 
home office, from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Bring clients and associates and make new contacts at this 
program year’s first Business After Hours in a social setting while 
enjoying appetizers and beverages. Each guest will also receive a 
small gift on behalf of Fidelity Bank.

Fee is $15 for members and $25 for nonmembers. Registra-
tion is available on the Chamber website under “Calendar.”

November 5: Team Effort - The NCMCC will 
team up with the Worcester Regional, Greater Gardner, Corridor 
Nine and Nashoba Valley chambers on Wednesday, Nov. 5 from 
5 - 7:30 at Great Wolf Lodge with tasty appetizers, beverages and 
networking in a unique setting. 

Admission for NCM Chamber members is $20. Registration is 
available online or call Maria McCaffrey at (978) 353-7600 ext. 235.

Group to focus on 
networking skills at morning 
session

Coffee With HYPE! (Helping Young Professionals Emerge) 
will meet from 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 11 to focus on 
some specific strategies in the art of networking. It is sponsored 
by Enterprise Bank and will be in the Chamber Conference 
Room--coffee will be provided. Join the group for this special 
program which will give young professionals tips and tricks for 
expanding their business network. 

The Coffee with HYPE! programs are free of charge and 
educational in nature and are completed by 9 a.m.  Registration is 
available online.

Movie night to support United 
Way meal program

Each year, HYPE! sponsors a charitable mission by raising 
funds on one of our local charities behalf.  This year, HYPE! has 
selected the United Way’s meal packaging program which helps 
create 20,000 meals to be delivered across the North Central MA 
Community. 

Join HYPE! on October 28th for a fun Halloween 
fundraiser at the Strand Theatre in Clinton! Networking for 
HYPE! attendees will occur from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm with 
our feature presentation, Hocus Pocus, beginning at 7:00 pm.  
The cover charge will include ticket to the movie and popcorn 
(additional food and beverages available for purchase) with 
raffle tickets available as well! Movie showing open to general 
public including families. All proceeds will be donated to the 
United Way. The actual meal packaging session will take place 
in January and attendees are invited to volunteer.  




















978-656-5596
4 Central St., Leominster

EnterpriseBanking.com

Enterprise Bank o�ers the personal service  
of a local, community bank along with the 
innovative products of a big bank, which  
include SBA Loans, Online Banking, Mobile 
Banking, Remote Deposit, Rewards Checking, 
Mortgages and Business Loans.

Call or stop by today!

Ray LaFond, 
Raymond.LaFond@ebtc.com

Big Bank Products  
at a Friendly, Community Bank

4123 Ray Lafond 4x4 Ad.indd   1 8/12/14   10:02 AM

Join the Greater Gardner, Nashoba Valley and North Central 
Mass. Chambers of Commerce on October 24th for our Mega 

Networking Breakfast! This “speed dating” style networking 
event held at Great Wolf Lodge starting with registration at 
7:30 a.m. will feature continental breakfast, 30 minute “How to 
Network” session and full hour of one on one networking.  Please 
note, if you’ve attended this event in the past, you’ll want to at-
tend this one too! The format has been changed to offer efficient 
and effective networking for all attendees.  Admission is $20 and 
registration is available online at: northcentralmass.com.

Sponsored by



Networking to Success
is focus for Sept. 3

----------------Networking your way to success

Networking your way to success

All new 
‘Women Mean Business’ 

Conference is 
October 1

The Chamber’s Executive Women’s Network is pleased to 
announce the return of the Women Mean Business Conference on 
Wednesday, October 1, 2014. It will be at Great Wolf Lodge in 
Fitchburg, from 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and admission is $30.

This special event will feature lunch with special guest Laurie-
Ann Murabito. She is an award winning speaker and author, and 
will join the women of North Central Mass. to champion change 
and growth on both the personal and professional levels.  

Each attendee will be able to select from nine different seminar 
break out sessions. The sessions will include presentations for all 
demographic areas, whether the attendee is a small business owner 
or executive at a large firm. There will also be sessions geared to-
wards the personal career development of attendees.  

This Women Mean Business Conference is one way that the 
Chamber can offer various levels of education and programming to 
the area’s business women in a single afternoon.

Contact Maria McCaffrey 978-353-7600 to be added to the 
EWN email list to receive updates or for sponsorship information.

Please note, this event does not offer exhibitor tabletops.
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 Join the Executive Women’s Network for a networking social 
to kick off the fall! 

Attendees will have a chance to network in partners while 
creating and enhancing working relationships in the community. 
Exhibitor Tabletops for this event are available and can be re-
served by contacting Maria McCaffrey at 978.353.7600 ext. 235 
or mccaffrey@massweb.org

Legislators discuss E.D. on Nov. 5

‘Brown Bag’ seminars are free • 11:45 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. 
Bring your own lunch  • These events are held at 
the Leominster Elks, 134 No. Main St. (Route 12) unless 
indicated otherwise.

To reserve a table top contact Maria McCaffrey at (978) 
353-7600, ext 235 or mccaffrey@massweb.org 

The November EWN will feature a discussion on local eco-
nomic development and the business landscape of Fitchburg, 
Leominster and region by our local legislators.  Topics will in-
clude Fitchburg’s Working Cities Grant, business development in 
Leominster and the substance abuse and mental health work being 
championed by Senator Jennifer Flanagan. These presentations 
are important in helping all business women to understand the in-
ner workings of their cities and how tax dollars are spent. 

Exhibitor Tabletops for this event are available and can be 
reserved by contacting Maria McCaffrey at 978.353.7600 ext. 235 
or mccaffrey@massweb.org

SealedAir.com

A Dedicated Partner 
for the Life of Your 

Real Estate Investment

 Contact Our Office : (978) 840-8000 ext.15

www.apexbuildswealth.com

•	 Due	Dilligence,	Feasability	Analysis	&	Site	Selection

•	 Brokerage,	Marketing																																																																																																																																								
&		Leasing

•	 Lease	Analysis

•	 Project	&	Construction																																																								
Management

Acquire

Develop

Reposition

Property
Maintenance 

APEX
PROPERTIES

Leasing

Sales &
Marketing

Advisory
Services

Property Mgmt. 
& Construction 

Mgmt.

Contact Tim Norton: (978) 840-8000 ext. 14
tnorton@apexbuildswealth.com
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SEPTEMBER
3rd EWN    11:45 a.m.
10th Sales Leads at Chamber 7:45 a.m.
11th Coffee with HYPE  7:30 a.m.
12th GOOD MORNING Breakfast 6:45 a.m.
16th Lunch ‘n Learn   11:45 a.m.
17th Human Resources Council 11:45 a.m.
24th Sales Leads at Chamber 7:45 a.m.

OCTOBER
1st Women Mean Business 11:30 a.m.
2nd Business After Hours  4:30 p.m.
8th Sales Leads at Chamber 7:45 a.m.
15th Human Resources Council 11:45 a.m.
20th QuickBooks training (2 days) 3 p.m.
21st Lunch ‘n Learn    11:45 a.m.
22nd Sales Leads at Chamber 7:45 a.m.
24th MegaNetworking Breakfast 7:30 a.m.
28th HYPE    5:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER
5th EWN     11:45 p.m.
5th Business After Hours  5 p.m.
12th Sales Leads at Chamber 7:45 a.m.
14th GOOD MORNING Breakfast 6:45 a.m.
18th Lunch ‘n Learn at Chamber 11:45 a.m.
19th Human Resources Council 11:45 a.m.
26th Sales Leads at Chamber 7:45 a.m.

CHAMBER
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Paul DiGeromino

Chair
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David McKeehan

President
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Martin Connors
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Laura Martino-Reynolds

Stephen Mullaney

Steve Rocheleau

Eric Shapiro

Deborah Weymouth

John WitkowskiTo update your mailing address, or

advertise in this newsletter 
please contact  Yasmin Loft in the 

Chamber office:
(978) 353-7600, ext. 234 

Check the online calendar for extra updates and events
www.northcentralmass.com  and click “Calendar” to reserve 
your space. Pay with a credit card--call 978-353-7600 x235
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01420

860 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

• A Great Place To Grow Your Business

• Office, Light Industrial, Lab, Large or Small

• Turnkey, Onsite Management, Free Moving

CALL SUE CASPER 
978.425.9399

scasper@lexvest.com

PHOENIXPARKONLINE.COM

TWO SHAKER ROAD SHIRLEY, MA 

ADVERTISE WITH 

Call (978) 345-7711 or Email: advertise@mrta.us  

Transit advertising is flexible, noticeable 
and cost effective. Per dollar, transit    

advertising reaches more people than any 
other form of advertising. Catch your  

customer’s eye at literally every turn. Contact MART and 
let us help you get more mileage out of your advertising 

budget! 

For additional information regarding our Advertising 
Program, MART services, and fixed-route bus schedules, 

please visit our website at: www.mrta.us.  
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